PHS English I Course Information



Name___________________

Mrs. Deanna Nech, Instructor





Period______


Welcome to English I; I am delighted to be here and hope you are too! English I is a required course; it is important that students know what is expected so that we may all achieve success this year.

As your teacher, I agree:

1.
To treat all students with respect and consideration.

2.
To be prepared for class each day.

3.
To give my best effort to the educational process.

4.
To leave my worries, grudges and bad moods at the door.

What do I expect of you? 

1. I expect students to be considerate of others and their belongings.

2. I expect students to be in their seats when the bell rings, to have all necessary books and supplies, to copy the day’s activities in their planners, and to be working on journals or assignments.

3. I expect students to complete assignments on time.  A student who makes an honest effort cannot fail this class.  That’s worth repeating:  If you do the work, you will not fail.
4. I expect this classroom to be friendly and peaceful, a place where we can all be comfortable, focused, and productive.


5. Detentions may be assigned by the teacher for tardies, disrespect to staff or students, or for coming to class unprepared.  Detentions must be served after school, on the day assigned or the next school day.  Skipping detention may result in double time or office referral.

Housekeeping Rules:

· You may chew gum discreetly; please dispose of it properly.

· Please do not bring candy or any other food into the room.  

· You may have water or a sport drink (no pop) in a clear bottle that has a lid.

Grades:

1. Tests/projects, at least 100 points each, two or three each nine weeks.

2. Assignments, usually 10-20 points, from two to three times a week. 

3. Frequent quizzes over assigned reading—usually you are encouraged to use notes taken in class or on your own.

4. Journals—often there will be a journal topic or a short grammar assignment for you to work on as soon as the tardy bell rings.  A notebook will be provided; it must stay in the room unless you check with me.   Journal assignments are 5 points each. 
5. Written compositions of varying length and weight.

6. Extra credit—not impossible—but don’t even ask unless all assigned work is complete.

7. Late work:  Assignments are due at the beginning of the period—period!  Late daily assignments will be accepted for half credit only. If you are late with a major project or paper, you will lose 20% each day.  Twenty percent off per day may be a great bargain at the store; in school, not such a great deal. Late journal entries will not be accepted at all.
8. Absences:  Late work due to excused absences will be accepted for full credit, within policy guidelines.  If you know you are going to be gone on a day when a test is scheduled or a long-term project is due, whether for a school event or personal reasons, you must make arrangements to take the test or hand in the project ahead of time.

Tardy/hall pass policy: 
1. If you are tardy to class, without a written excuse from another teacher or the office, you will have a choice of serving detention time after school, or giving up two hall pass spaces in your planner. 

2. You must use a hall pass space in your planner for any trip out of the classroom.  This includes trips to the restroom or locker at the beginning of the period if you don’t make it back by the bell.   If you do not have a planner or are out of hall passes and a trip out of the room becomes absolutely necessary, I will write a pink pass.  However, this pink pass will cost you detention time.

Projected Course of Study 

1st Quarter:

· YouTunes project
· Short stories, essays and poetry from the anthology
· Memorable Character descriptive essay
· Literary elements
· Out-of-class novel and project
· Vocabulary and grammar
2nd Quarter:

· The Odyssey
· Original Myth narrative writing
· Literary elements
· Vocabulary and grammar
· Update portfolios
3rd Quarter:

· Romeo and Juliet 
· Compare/Contrast essay
· Literary elements

· Vocabulary and grammar

· Holocaust unit and Night
4th Quarter:
· Animal Farm
· Persuasive writing
· Poetry Project
· Vocabulary and grammar
· Update portfolios
Signatures:  both are required and are due by Friday, August 26, 2011.  Signing means only that you have read and understand the course requirements.

Student signature (10 points)  _______________________________________

Parent/guardian signature (10 points) _____________________________________

